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Included in the price:

Not included (per person):

Prices (per person, based on two people sharing a room & based on 25 travelling):

(July) from £1040.00  Single room supplement: £365.00

• Five nights’ accommodation in the Edinburgh area (4 of these being on a dinner bed and 
breakfast basis and one night on a bed and breakfast. Three nights’ accommodation in the Fife 
area on a dinner bed and breakfast basis.

• 4 Packed Lunches.

• Comfortable coaching throughout.

• Visits to Edinburgh Walking Tour, Shepherd House Garden., Hunters Tryst, 101 Greenbank 
Crescent, Royal Botanic Gardens, Little Sparta, Garden of Cosmic Speculation, Newtonairds, 
Royal Botanical Garden, 1 Parkhead Gardens, Branklyn Gardens, Backhouse Rossie, Falkland 
Palace, Kellie Castle, Kingsbarns Distillery Weymms Castle, Cambo Walled Garden. 

• Single room 
supplement (see 
below) 

• Insurance • Porterage • Flights



We meet at our hotel where, after check-in, there is 
time to relax before this evening’s reception and dinner.

After breakfast, we journey to Little Sparta. Set in the 
Pentland Hills near Edinburgh, this is Ian Hamilton 
Finlay’s greatest work of art, a garden created from the 
fusion of poetic and sculptural elements with those of 
the natural landscape. The more-than-275 artworks 
touch upon themes including the French Revolution, the 
Second World War, and pre-Socratic views of the nature 
of the world — to name just a few!

After a stimulating morning visit, we enjoy our packed 
lunch on the coach as we return to our accommodation 
for our Constitutional General Meeting. There will be a 
break for tea, coffee and biscuits before the afternoon 
lectures, and dinner will be enjoyed locally this evening.

After breakfast, we set off on our first visit of the day, to 
the Garden of Cosmic Speculation, near Dumfries. Here, 
the head gardener will introduce us to the fascinating 
space encompassing 40 acres of gardens, landforms and 
architecture. The garden was created by Charles Jencks 
and inspired by science and mathematics, employing 
themes such as fractals and black holes.

Afterwards, we continue to the second site of the 
day, the SGS garden of Newtonairds Lodge. Originally 
a gardener’s property in the grounds of the larger 
Newtonairds House, the sandstone dwelling now crowns 
1.2 acres of beautifully planted gardens, home to the 
National Collection of Hosta plantaginea cultivars and 
hybrids and an exuberant Lower Garden. Finally, we 
return to our accommodation for some free time before 
dinner, which is enjoyed locally this evening.

Our first visit this morning is to the Royal Botanic Garden of Edinburgh. Here, we 
embark on a very special tour with a focus on the newly planted Nepalese Clematis, 
and other plants from this area. As well as being an important centre for scientific 
research, ‘The Botanics’, as it is popularly known, is also a super place to spend 
a leisurely morning, wandering among magnificent specimen trees from around 
the world or taking a closer look at the smaller plants in the beautiful glasshouses. 
Highlights include the Chinese Hillside, Rock Garden, and Scottish Heath Garden.

Lunch is available here today, but not included. The rest of the day will be at 
leisure, and our coach will be available at an agreed time to take us back to our 
accommodation, although you are welcome to make your own way back to the city 
centre at a time that suits you if you would like to spend more time at the gardens.

This morning, we check out of our accommodation and make our way across the 
the Kingdom of Fife into Perthshire, where we see our first garden of the day: 
Parkhead Gardens. Truly a flower garden for all seasons, Parkhead is a wonderful 
mix of landscaping, mature trees, exciting plants and shrubs, and even a rare national 
collection of Mylnefield Lilies. Then, we set off to the hillside haven of Branklyn 
Gardens. The beds are filled with rare plants and flowers from all over the world, 
brought forth from seeds collected by renowned plant-hunters. Finally, we make 
our way by coach to Falkland Palace — enjoying a packed lunch as we go — closely 
associated with Mary, Queen of Scots. The Palace Gardens have been beautifully laid 
out with lush green lawns, colourful herbaceous borders and many unusual shrubs 
and trees. We will then return to Fife, where dinner will be served in the evening.

After breakfast, we will visit Backhouse Rossie, home to the remarkable Quaker 
Backhouse horticulturalists whose legacy is being brought back to life by the current 
generation. A real highlight is its National Collection of Backhouse daffodils. We 
continue to our second visit of the day, to Kellie Castle and Gardens, where medieval 
atmosphere meets Victorian style. We take a wander through the Arts & Crafts garden 
on a guided tour of the property, before stopping for lunch (not included). Our final 
visit of the day is to Kingsbarns Distillery, where the original rooms of a former farm 
contain an exhibition and whisky sensory experience. A friendly guide will lead us 
on a tour of the working distillery, and the visitor centre offers a range of different 
tours and tastings from the Wemyss Malts collection of Scotch whiskies. We will 
enjoy dinner here at the distillery before returning to our accommodation.

After breakfast, we set off for the Walled Gardens at Wemyss Castle. While the 
grounds have proved challenging for the establishment of a garden, the Castle’s 
horticulturalists have risen to the challenge admirably, implementing completely 
new planting and landscaping with a focus on clematis roses and ornamental trees. 
We have our packed lunch while on the coach to our next visit: Cambo Walled 
Garden, considered to be one of the finest in Scotland. Cambo attracts visitors 
throughout the seasons, thanks chiefly to the efforts of knowledgeable head gardener 
Elliott Forsyth. Here, we enjoy a tour led by some of the gardeners responsible 
for creating this beautiful garden. Finally, we return to our accommodation before 
enjoying our gala dinner at a local establishment this evening.

After breakfast, we check out of our accommodation and begin our journey back 
to Edinburgh. We drop off at Edinburgh airport, and also close to the bus and rail 
stations, for our journeys onward.

After breakfast, we head into the city centre for a 
private guided walking tour. The dormant Arthur’s Seat 
in Holyrood Park rises above the skyline, providing 
an imposing backdrop as we take in key sights such as 
Edinburgh Castle, The Palace of Holyrood House, and 
Princes Street Gardens. Our second visit of the morning 
is to Shepherd House, the private garden of Charles and 
Ann Fraser, recognised as one of the best small gardens 
in Scotland. After a packed lunch on the coach, we make 
our way to two more private gardens: the medium-
sized mature town garden of Hunters Tryst, and finally, 
to 101 Greenbank Terrace, with its bucolic borrowed 
landscape. Our council meeting is held after dinner.

Itinerary
Day 1 Friday 6 July

Day 3 Sunday 8 July

Day 4 Monday 9 July

Day 5 Tuesday 10 July

Day 6 Wednesday 11 July 

Day 7 Thursday 12 July

Day 8 Friday 13 July

Day 9 Saturday 14 July

Day 2 Saturday 7 July

*not included in the price of your tour


